
 
 

Newton School Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

Education Center, Frazier Room 
April 28, 2015, 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

Present: Chairperson Matt Hills, Vice-Chairperson Margie Ross Decter, Margaret Albright, 
Ellen Gibson, Diana Fisher Gomberg, Ruth Goldman, Angela Pitter-Wright, Steven 
Siegel, Mayor Setti Warren 

  
Call to Order 

 
The Committee convened in open session at 5:00 p.m. for a special meeting re: School Committee 
Goals with John D’Auria and began the regular meeting at 7:05 p.m., at which time the Chairperson 
called the meeting to order.   
 
Public Hearing & Vote on School Choice 
 
As required by law, the School Committee held a public hearing in regard to the Massachusetts 
School Choice Program for the 2015-2016 academic year. No members of the public requested to 
speak.  A motion was made (Fisher Gomberg), seconded (Gibson), and passed unanimously to 
vote against participation in the program. 
 

Student Assignment Working Group Discussion 
 
Presenting this topic were Deputy Superintendent/Chief Administrative Officer Sandy Guryan, 
Director of Finance Sue Dzikowski, Manager of Long-Range Planning Julie Kirrane, Senior Budget 
Analyst Sean Mannion, and Priya Sankalia and Kate Hickey of App Geo.  A presentation on the 
current phase of the work was shown including an analysis of how enrollment will grow over time in 
different scenarios, further refining scenarios and understanding options for re-assigning target 
numbers of students within a desired time frame.  Public feedback on this topic has been received 
since the last meeting.  A public forum is being scheduled for a date in May. This will be an 
opportunity for suggestions, comments and feedback by the community. 
 
Facilities Update 
 
Deputy Superintendent /Chief Administrative Officer Sandy Guryan presented the monthly 
facilities update.   
 
Angier Elementary School Project 
 
Construction is on schedule.  Site utility work has begun.  Final adjustments to furnishings for the 
new building are complete, which will enable the consultants to prepare for procurement. An 
additional amount of work continues in a variety of places.  Meetings continue with the project 
team and Waban Area Council. 
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Zervas Elementary School Project 
 
The project is on time for an opening in September, 2017. A joint meeting of School Committee 
and Board of Aldermen, along with the project team, was held to update the status. The same 
presentation was then provided to the Zervas School Building Committee (ZSBC) and the Design 
Review Committee (DRC).  The ZSBC voted to approve the 100% Design Development package 
and the budget to allow the project to proceed into the Construction Document phase.  On April 7, 
2015, the Zervas Principal hosted a parent meeting for the transition and move to Carr School. 
 
Cabot Elementary School Project 
 
This project is moving forward through the Feasibility Study phase.  The DiNisco Design 
Partnership group presented a refined set of preliminary options for the site plan and building 
consideration to the DRC, School Committee and Board of Aldermen.  A second public forum was 
held on 4-13-15 and included a preview of site and building design options.  The forum was well 
attended and they received good feedback. 
 
Discussion & Possible Vote:  Aquinas Educational Use   
 
The following people were part of this discussion:  Mayor Setti Warren, Chief Operating Officer 
Dori Zaleznik, City Solicitor Donnalyn Kahn, Associate City Solicitor Ouida Young, and Public 
Buildings Commissioner Josh Morse.  The Mayor explained how the process came about to 
obtain Aquinas.  There is a history in this City that goes back quite some time of wanting this 
parcel of land for both city and school purposes.  In a normal process, this would have been 
incorporated into the long range planning.  However, the owners of the property are the Sisters of 
St. Joseph, who have very specific ideas around education and public service.  Several times over 
the years the City expressed interest but the purposes did not meet their mission.  Very suddenly 
a few weeks ago they contacted the City and said they were ready to sell it for education 
purposes/public service.  They are anxious to move ahead as soon as possible.  
 
Dori Zaleznik noted that with regard to the timetable, the sisters agreed to keep it off the market if 
the City agreed to move ahead ASAP.  Considering the long-term needs of the schools and 
particularly the preschool, it was a great opportunity for the City that they could not pass up. A 
proposal and Letter of Intent were necessary if they wanted to have the opportunity to move 
forward, but the Mayor made it clear that the School Committee and Board of Aldermen had to be 
on board and approve the decisions.  
 
A motion was made (Gibson), seconded (Pitter-Wright) and unanimously approved the following 
vote:  “The School Committee advises the Board of Aldermen that it would like to look at use of 
the former Aquinas College, which building has been used in the past by Newton Public Schools, 
and considers the acquisition of this property by the City to present an opportunity to address 
some of the facility needs of Newton Public Schools going forward, including the possible use this 
fall for pre-K classrooms.” 
 
A Q & A followed and the rest of the group responded to the Committee’s questions.  Topics 
included mostly the condition of the buildings, needs of the site, and pre-schoolers.  A tour of the 
property for both School Committee and Board of Aldermen was suggested.  
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Gift Policy 
 
Director of Human Resources Heather Richards presented this topic.  The current policy relating 
to staff gifts and solicitations was adopted in 1991 and is outdated.  Ethic laws have been revised 
and changed over the years and Newton’s policy conflicts with what is currently in place.  There 
are benefits to the change of alignment to the State policy.  It will reduce confusion and create 
consistency for all staff.  Changing the policy will be positive for morale and will put Newton into 
the group of neighboring school districts who are consistent with the law.  The Committee had a 
thorough Q + A on this topic and given the various questions, comments and opinions, it was 
determined to continue this discussion at the next meeting. 
 
Vote on Donation – Bowen Elementary School 
 
Director of Information Technology Leo Brehm spoke of the donation of a 3D printer, valued at 
approximately $2,750, from Broder Properties to the Bowen Elementary School library.  It is the 
exact same model already in place at three other elementary schools as part of the STEAM< 
initiative. A discussion around equity occurred followed by a motion (Fisher Gomberg), seconded 
(Ross Decter) and unanimously accepted to approve the donation. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


